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This policy will be reviewed every 12 months in light of local and Government legislation.

School Mission and Aims

“Empowering children to shape the world of tomorrow”

Elmridge strives to ensure that all its pupils meet their full academic, social, emotional and physical potential through building solid foundations during this first chapter of their lifelong learning journey.

Our goal is to develop confident, understanding, global citizens with a love of learning and respect for each other and the world around them. 

Elmridge Curriculum Aims

· Enable pupils to build essential knowledge and skills within each subject and provide opportunities for them to use and apply what they have learnt across other subjects 

· Develop pupils’ confidence, leadership, resilience and enjoyment of learning through inspiring learning experiences

· Support and encourage pupils to establish good routines to help them maintain good physical and mental health now and into the future.

· Develop pupils’ awareness of current national and global issues and understand their locality in the context of the wider world

· Develop pupils’ moral values and spiritual awareness

· Develop pupils’ understand of the relevance of their learning, how their learning could be built upon in the next stages of their education and awareness of careers where their knowledge and skills could be applied
English 

All areas of the curriculum involve both teachers and pupils using English. It is the principal means by which we think, define what we experience and feel, and interpret the world in which we live. It is the means by which we communicate with others. Therefore it is our aim to ensure that we enable all of our pupils to develop the use and understanding of Standard English to their full potential in all aspects of speaking, listening, reading and writing, including spelling and handwriting. 

Every aspect of the children's work is influenced by the extent to which they use language with imagination and accuracy. Competence in reading, writing, speaking and listening is encouraged throughout the curriculum in order to enable the children to communicate appropriately and effectively. 

The study of English develops children’s abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes, so using language to learn and communicate ideas, views and feelings. It enables children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of different situations.

Curriculum Intent

At Elmridge Primary School we recognise the crucial importance of studying the English language. Improved performance at reading, writing and spoken language will enable our pupils to express their thoughts and ideas more fluently, accurately and, ultimately, to their greater satisfaction. This will also help them to deal more successfully with other curriculum subjects, while enriching their lives beyond school. 

The teaching and learning of language skills are given a high priority in our school and where possible the wider curriculum and ICT will be used as tools. Our overarching aim for English is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. 

At Elmridge Primary School we encourage all children to become independent learners and be confident in all strands of learning.
We aim for our pupils to: 

· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language;

· listen with concentration in order to be able to identify the main points of what they have heard;

· use discussion and drama in order to learn; 

· be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas;

· adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands;

· reflect on their own and others’ contributions and the language used;

· read easily, fluently and with good understanding; 

· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 
· become enthusiastic and reflective readers through contact with challenging and lengthy texts;

· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 
· enjoy writing and recognise its value;

· use planning, drafting and editing to improve their work.

Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National Curriculum in England: Framework Document (2014).

Curriculum Implementation

At Elmridge we use a variety of teaching and learning styles within English lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and understanding in English. We do this through lessons which have a high proportion of whole-class and group teaching. During these lessons children experience a whole-class shared reading or writing activity, a whole-class focused word, sentence or text activity, a guided group or independent activity and a whole-class session to review progress and learning.  Children have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts and use a range of resources such as dictionaries, thesauruses and phonic paddles to support their work. Children use technology in English lessons where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their work and using multimedia to study how words and images are combined to convey meaning. Wherever possible we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum. 
Speaking and listening plays an important role in the pupils’ development. Fiction texts are used as a catalyst for character and plot discussion as well as hot-seating and drama. Non-fiction texts and themes encourage debate and lend themselves beautifully to oral presentation to an audience.  In-line with Curriculum 2014 some Non-Fiction is now taught within other subject areas.  End of unit outcomes can involve pupils presenting to the class on a particular theme often using technology as a support, for example PowerPoint or video. More information can be found in the Teaching and Learning policy.
There are children of differing ability in all classes at Elmridge School. We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some lessons we do it through differentiated group work, while in other lessons we ask children to work from the same starting point before moving on to develop their own ideas. We use classroom assistants to support some children and to enable work to be matched to the needs of individuals. More information can be found in the Teaching and Learning policy.
Speaking and Listening

Pupils at Elmridge get the opportunity to practise speaking and listening skills in all English units taught.  The significance of these skills is recognised not just in English, but in all subjects.  Lessons are regularly taught which aim specifically at speaking and listening skill development.  These lessons take place in a broad range of curriculum areas.

Reading Approaches
Guided Reading
Guided reading is our main method of teaching reading in our school, in addition to 1:1 reading, phonics and shared reading. Here is an outline of what it involves:
It takes place daily, outside of the English lesson, usually from 9:00 – 9:30. The children are grouped according to their reading level and are taught in these groups.
The teacher focuses on teaching reading to a different group each day, whilst the class are all engaged in a carousel of reading activities differentiated for their ability. The activities are age and ability appropriate, for example: phonic or spelling practise, comprehension task and follow-up task related to their text. The children develop their independent reading skills when they are not directly working with their teacher.

Most classes have a teaching assistant who will also lead reading intervention or a follow-up activity session daily.

The teacher plans a series of guided lessons in advance on a school format. This planning is based around a text at instructional level-challenging but not so difficult as to disrupt the flow of reading-90% accuracy (can read 9/10 words). There is a clear objective to each lesson. The assessment of each child is also included on the planning sheets.

There are 8 Assessment Foci a teacher will teach and assess throughout the year:

· AF1-Decoding, use a range of strategies including accurate word reading of text.

· AF2-Retrieval, understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text.

· AF3-Interpretation, deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts. Make predictions and give opinions.

· AF4-Organisation, identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features of text.

· AF5-Choice, explain and comment on writer’s choice of language.

· AF6-Viewpoint, understand main ideas, themes and different viewpoints including the author’s and character’s.

· AF7-Context, experience, discuss and recognise a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry-social, cultural and historical context.

· AF8-Oral retelling and performance.
Over the year the teacher will plan for a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts all aimed at challenging a child’s reading ability. The level of books will continue to climb as a child’s ability rises.

Other Reading Opportunities
Children in upper key stage 2 have access to reading plus software over the year.  This programme is tailored to individuals to help ensure children make rapid progress with their reading speed, vocabulary development and comprehension skills.

A home reading scheme operates at Elmridge, which aims to support and extend the work undertaken during guided and shared reading sessions.  It also encourages parents to actively contribute to the development of the pupils’ reading skills and monitor their progress. The books taken home relate to the level of the books pupils are reading during guided reading sessions.    

The frequency with which books are taken home each week is monitored by the class teacher, thereby ensuring that pupils work through each book at the appropriate speed.  .  

All children are able to borrow books from the school library.  In addition to this each class has a weekly library session, which is included upon the class timetable.  Many pupils use the opportunity to do background reading on a curriculum area which they are studying in lessons or have covered in the past.  Other pupils enjoy the challenge of a longer text or an unfamiliar text by an author they have studied in guided reading.

Each classroom provides the children with a collection of reading books which they can read independently first thing in the morning, during wet breaks or lunchtimes or when they have finished follow up activities during guided reading sessions.  Classroom also promote reading through the use of imaginative displays.
On Friday mornings the school opens from 8:30 am.  Children who wish to participate are welcomed into their classrooms to enjoy reading in a quiet environment for fun.  This is named ‘Early Bird Friday’ and is well attended.

Each class also has a class storybook where children have opportunity to listen to a book being read for enjoyment.

As part of the Long Term English plan, classes also have the opportunity to share and complete work relating to a class novel.  In KS2 there are 30 copies of the texts studied to ensure shared reading is meaningful.
Writing Approaches
Learning to write is one of the most important things that a child at primary school will learn. Children use their writing in almost all other subjects of the curriculum. Good writing also gives children a voice to share their ideas with the world.  

The National Curriculum states that pupils should:  

· develop the stamina and skills to write at length 

· use accurate spelling and punctuation 

· be grammatically correct 

· write in a range of ways and purposes including narratives, explanations, descriptions, comparisons, summaries and evaluations 

· write to support their understanding and consolidation of what they have heard or read 

The 2014 Curriculum divides writing skills into two strands: 

· transcription (spelling and handwriting) 

· composition (articulating ideas in speech and writing) 

We recognise that both these elements are essential to success and we support the acquisition of both sets of skills through various methods. We understand that these areas are clearly linked to the other aspects of English learning: speaking and listening, reading, grammar and vocabulary. We develop the child’s growing ability to construct and convey meaning in written language through carefully planned activities and opportunities. 

GENRES OF WRITING 

FICTION: 

POETRY

NON-FICTION:

• Stories
          •performance

• Letters

• Diaries 

• nonsense

• Reports

• Play scripts 
• classic

• Recounts

• Descriptions

• imagery

• Explanations & Instructions

• Myths & Legends



 •Arguments / Persuasive 

Through experience of different types of writing, we enable children to:
 • derive an interest and pleasure from writing 
• express their feelings in writing 
• show logical thought in planning and editing 
• be able to direct and instruct through writing 
• write for a clear purpose 
• write for a variety of audiences 
• transmit information 
• write coherently 
• write imaginatively 
To achieve this, we: 
• provide a variety of stimuli to engage all learners 
• model a range of examples of different types of writing 
• give feedback, support and encouragement 
• ensure that necessary skills are in place
• use record keeping and assessment to monitor progress and set targets 
• encourage independence and confidence through the development of skills and 
  by providing enriching opportunities 
• celebrate children’s written work by displaying it throughout the school 
•use high quality texts, modelling and shared/ collaborative writing to 
 demonstrate good practice 
• provide writing frames to support writing structure 
• provide time for planning, editing and revising 
• use checklists for pupils to self-assess or peer-assess when appropriate, so they 
  can evaluate effectively 
• encourage joined handwriting to support spelling and efficiency 
• provide support for pupils with learning and motor difficulties

SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR (SPAG) 
The planning, teaching and learning of spelling, punctuation and grammar begins in EYFS and Key Stage 1. Letters and Sounds and continues in Key Stage 2 with the National Curriculum 2014.  The National Curriculum makes it clear that learning vocabulary is the key to ‘learning and progress across the curriculum,’ since it allows our children to access a wider range of words when writing and to understand and comprehend texts efficiently. 
Vocabulary teaching: 
• is active 
• is progressive / systematic 
• is linked with known words 
• is contextualised 
• includes ‘instruction verbs’ used in assessment 
• is subject specific – technical language from across curriculum and topic areas 
In order to achieve the best progress for our children, we: 
• use spelling lists and key words which are taken home 
• use learning walls and displays to promote key word links to topics and subjects 
• model correct vocabulary orally and when writing 
• include in-depth word-based lessons looking at spelling patterns 
• use appropriate level dictionaries and thesauruses 
• have relevant word banks available on the learning walls that are easily accessible for all children 
• use key texts to explore vocabulary choices and the effect they have 
• teach grammar in context and as a separate lesson where necessary 
• correct grammatical errors, verbal and written (where appropriate) 
• use word of the day as a vehicle to develop language acquisition

EYFS
In EYFS, children have daily Letters & Sounds lessons to develop skills like blending and segmenting in preparation for early reading and writing. A wide range of exciting Learning activities provide children with opportunities to develop their communication, language and literacy skills on a daily basis with a focus on child initiated activities. As well as a Writing Area, which provides children with a range of materials with which to experiment and practice mark marking/letter formation (and eventually to practice taught skills), other Learning activities provide children with the opportunity to read and write in a range of contexts. Children enjoy daily ‘story time’ so they become familiar with stories and authors and begin to develop a love of reading. Adult led activities in EYFS are usually linked to stories, poems or nursery rhymes or to cross-curricular Topics. From when they start school, children learn that writing can have a range of purposes and they begin to explore the features of different types of writing. 

In Reception, children will start to learn how to form letters correctly. They will be encouraged to use their knowledge of phonics to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. By the end of the year, they will be expected to write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.

Phonics and spelling activities from Reception to Year 2 are covered using the Letters and Sounds programme. Spelling skills, including rules, conventions and learning techniques continue to be taught in Key Stage Two using a variety of activities. 
Intervention

The school identifies groups of pupils who need extra support with spelling and phonics and ensure that these pupils -for whom encoding and decoding  skills are not secure- get the opportunity to revisit key skills through small group intervention. 

Handwriting
Handwriting is taught throughout the key stages via interactive classes, which include teacher modelling, whiteboard activities, and independent work. (See handwriting policy)
English curriculum planning

We carry out the curriculum planning in English in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term)

Our medium-term plans, which relate to the National Curriculum 2014, give details of the main teaching objectives for each unit. These plans define what we teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. The English subject leader is responsible for keeping and reviewing these plans.

Class teachers complete a weekly (short-term) plan for the teaching of English. This lists the specific learning objectives for each lesson and gives details of how the lessons are to be taught. It also includes details of what each group of children will be learning as well as resources. The class teacher keeps these individual plans.  They are scrutinised by the subject leader to ensure standardisation and high quality.  Feedback is given to teachers following scrutiny.
Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas

The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of our curriculum. 
In Key Stages One, cross curricular units of work are undertaken once every term. These units are taught during a theme day or two theme afternoons or mornings. Not only do the units of work offer pupils the opportunity to develop key skills within enjoyable contexts, they also enable pupils to apply their English skills- many of which are taught in discrete lessons- in new situations. This gives the pupils invaluable practice in all areas of communication and helps them to understand the importance of English in any subject area.
Mathematics

English contributes significantly to the teaching of mathematics in our school. Children in the Foundation Stage develop their understanding of number, pattern, shape and space by talking about these areas with adults and other children. Children in Key Stage 1 meet stories and rhymes that rely on counting and sequencing. Children in Key Stage 2 are encouraged to read and interpret problems in order to identify the mathematics involved. They explain and present their work to others during plenary sessions and they communicate mathematically through the developing use of precise mathematical language.

Computing
The use of Computing enables children to use and apply their developing skills in English in a variety of ways. Younger children use Computing as a source of information and as a way of enabling them to present their completed work effectively. Older children use the Internet when searching for information about a different part of the world, or when using desktop publishing to design a class newspaper. Children use the planning and proofing tools in a word processor when checking their draft work. We encourage all children to use Computing as a resource for learning, whenever they feel it is appropriate.  Each classroom has an interactive whiteboard which can be used to present texts in an interesting way or provide language games and short challenges for the pupils. Pupils in both Key Stages sometimes use computing to present their work at the end of units. 

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship
English contributes to the teaching of personal, social and health education and citizenship. We encourage younger children to take part in class and group discussions on topical issues. In their science work they talk about things that improve their health and about rules for keeping them safe around the school. Older children research and debate topical problems and events. They discuss lifestyle choices and meet and talk with many visitors who work within the school community. Planned activities within the classroom encourage children to work together and respect each other’s views.  The teaching of English develops skills through which our children can give critical responses to the moral questions they meet in their work. Their understanding and appreciation of a range of texts brings them into contact with their own literary heritage and texts from other cultures. The organisation of lessons allows children to work together and gives them the chance to discuss their ideas and results.

SEND
At our school we teach English to all children, whatever their ability. English forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our English teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels.
When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. If a pupil’s attainment is falling behind their target, a pupil will be provided with an intervention support programme which will ensure that extra support is given through classroom support and marking. The pupil may continue with this programme until they make the necessary improvements or could then be put on the Special Needs Register.
We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in 
learning English. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a theatre trip, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.
Gifted and talented
Gifted and Talented pupils will be supported with high expectations and planning within the classroom and outside to enable them to pursue work at their own level. Teachers should seek to use a variety of techniques and strategies to provide for the more able child.

Curriculum Impact

Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short-term assessments that teachers make as part of every English lesson and guided reading session, help teachers to adjust their daily plans. Teachers match these short-term assessments closely to the teaching objectives.
They use medium-term assessments to measure progress against the key objectives, and to help them plan for the future units of work. Teachers record children’s progress using the school’s electronic assessment system – Educater.  For writing, a timed assessed writing folder is kept, and the pupils complete a timed and assessed piece each term. These then feed into the trackers, which are completed on a termly basis.
Teachers make long-term assessments towards the end of the school year, and they use these to assess progress against school and national targets. With the help of these long-term assessments, teachers are able to set targets for the next school year and summarise the progress of each child before discussing it with the child’s parents. The next teacher also uses these long-term assessments as the basis for planning work for the new school year. These long-term assessments are made using end-of-year tests and teacher assessments. 
Children undertake the national tests at the end of Year 2 and Year 6, plus the optional national tests at the end of Years 3, 4 and 5. Teachers also make annual assessments of children’s progress using the level descriptions of the National Curriculum.

Teachers meet regularly to review individual examples of work against the national exemplification material produced by the QCA and the DfEE in moderation meetings.

Resources

There is a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school.  All classrooms have dictionaries and a range of age-appropriate small apparatus, as well as age appropriate text books, big books and teachers’ guides.  All classrooms have a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts. The school’s guided reading books are kept in two central storage areas.  One area accommodates the infant books and one the juniors.  Children have access to the Internet through the laptop trolley. The library contains a range of books to support children’s individual research.  Year 5 and 6 have access to Reading Plus Reading software. Requests for additional resources will be given by teachers to the subject leader and purchased when funding allows.

Equal Opportunities

As literature in English should reflect the experiences of people from many countries and times, a variety of material will be made available for each year group.  All children regardless of ability, race or gender will be given equal access to the range of material within school.

Monitoring and review

Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of planning and teaching in English is the responsibility of SLT and the English subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of English, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The subject leader gives the headteacher an annual summary report in which s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject, and indicates areas for further improvement. The leader has management time in order to enable him/her to review samples of the children’s work and undertake lesson observations of English teaching across the school. 

The policy will be discussed and reviewed annually.

Next review date:


20.12.2020

